
NSVRC TPTC 04/14/16 Meeting Minutes Page 1 of 3 

Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission 

Transportation Planning Technical Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, April 14, 2016, 10:00 A.M.  

Main Conference Room 

400 Kendrick Lane, Suite E, Front Royal, VA 22630 

Chairman Doug Stanley, Warren County, called the meeting to order with the following members present: 

Jeremy Camp, Town of Front Royal  

Bryan Chrisman, Town of Luray 

Lisa DuMetz-Rosier, Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 

Terry R. Short, Jr., Virginia Department of Transportation 

Others present:  John Madera and Brandon Davis, NSVRC 

1. Administrative Items 

a. Welcome and introductions – Chairman Stanley welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

b. Review and approval of the July 16, 2015 Meeting Minutes – Approved by consensus. 

2. TPTC Bylaws and member roster 

Mr. Madera called attention the TPTC bylaws as approved by the Commission and the draft membership 

roster, attached in the meeting packet.   Stating that the bylaws define a quorum as half of the voting 

membership, or 10 members, Mr. Madera asked if this number was appropriate.    Following discussion, 

those present agreed that five voting members should constitute a quorum, given the typically low 

meeting attendance.  Mr. Madera then called for comments on the membership roster.  Chairman Stanley 

said that he will send a note to all members in advance of the July meeting encouraging attendance. 

3. Draft FY 2017 Rural Transportation Planning Work Program 

Mr. Madera described the structure and content of the work program, attached in the meeting packet. 

Discussion followed.   Regarding the appropriate provision of technical assistance to localities, ideas were 

offered included preparation of House Bill 2 applications and the provision of supporting data.   

Proposed activities relating to public transportation were also discussed.  Mr. Short questioned the level 

of local support for the public mobility tasks and the proportion of funding, and suggested that DRPT 

should contribute funding toward such work; and that work program funds might be better directed 

toward moving roadway projects toward funding and construction.  Ms. DuMetz-Rosier said that DRPT 

does offer planning assistance grants; however, a 50 percent local match requirement discourages 

localities from applying.  Mr. Chrisman said that experience has shown demand for transit in Page 

County is lacking.   

Mr. Stanley suggested that $15,000 could be moved from the transit study task; and then asked to which 

other tasks those funds might be applied.  Mr. Chrisman said that technical assistance with funding 

applications for roadway paving and other roadway projects would be helpful to his locality; small towns 
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like Luray are daunted by the costs of needed project such as bridge replacements, and rely heavily on 

outside funding.  Mr. Camp added that small towns could use assistance with environmental studies 

including Phase 1 environmental analyses, and said he would like to see more resources devoted to 

technical assistance for localities.  Others concurred.  Mr. Short then suggested that a survey to gauge 

interest in transit service be included the transit study.  

Consensus was reached that funds should be shifted from the proposed transit study to technical 

assistance to localities.  Mr. Madera explained that the task budgets are estimates. 

Discussion followed a suggestion by Mr. Camp to add a task for marketing of existing transit service.  

Attendees concurred with Mr. Madera’s suggestion that such an activity is better undertaken through the 

Transportation Demand Management (TDM) work program. 

4. Walking and Wheeling Plan update 

Mr. Madera described the features of the project website currently under development.  The website is 

designed as a planning tool for localities.  Several suggestions were made to improve the school walking 

zone analysis.  Mr. Camp noted that there are dozens of errors in the regional tourism asset map used in 

the interactive mapping feature.  Mr. Madera described other map features including bicycle-compatible 

roads, club ride routes, and greenway trails.  Mr. Camp suggested that roads with bike lanes be added.  

Mr. Madera said the amount of map data which can be presented on the website is limited by the data 

plan the Commission has with the online GIS vendor ESRI.  Also posted will be planning guidance links 

and a blog.   

Mr. Chrisman commented that surveys of parents in Luray indicated very little interest in encouraging 

children to walk to school, primarily over concern for personal safety, even with additional patrols.  

Discussion followed regarding the prevailing high rate of students driven to school by parents, and 

attendant localized congestion.  Ms. DuMetz-Rosier described a tool to facilitate the formation of “school 

pools” (walking schoolbuses) available through the Greater Washington Council of Governments. 

5. VDOT updates 

Mr. Short announced that the Department’s Spring Transportation Meeting will be held May 16
th
 from 4 

to 8 p.m. at Blue Ridge Community College, Weyers Cave; funding scenarios for Six Year Improvement 

Program development will be discussed.  Additionally, the Commonwealth Transportation Board will 

meet in the Staunton District on May 17
th
 and 18

th
 in Staunton. 

6. Locality reports 

Mr. Camp:  The Town of Front Royal recently hired a Community Development Director, Felicia Hart, 

who is focusing on downtown business development and attraction.  Other developments in progress 

include an extension of 18
th
 Street, workforce housing on Royal Lane, a solar farm on town property, a 

traffic study of the Front Royal Limited Partnership development (with VDOT), implementation of the  

CDBG-funded Downtown Revitalization Plan, and the design of the West Main Street extension to 

Kendrick Lane including a bike lane in each direction. 
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Chairman Stanley:  Morgan Ford Road will close on April 18 for up to two years for the replacement of 

the low-water bridge.  Oregon Hollow Road and Blue Mountain Road will soon undergo improvement 

under the Rural Rustic Roads program.  Eastham Trail Phase 3 construction is anticipated to be completed 

by May 1.  A traffic signal on Route 522 at the Crooked Run Park and Ride lot is operating.  Expansion 

of the Linden Park and Ride lot will happen this summer.   

7. Old/new business 

Ms. DuMetz-Rosier announced that she is leaving DRPT on April 22
nd

 for a new job with the Federal 

Railroad Administration.  Todd Horsley of DRPT will likely replace her on the Committee. 

Next meeting:  July 14
th
, 2016.  

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 


